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ers.  They were sailing Ship owners and Captains as 
well as being appointed, as Privateers, to the Crown.  
Mr. Samuelsen was past owner of a New York based 
maritime businesses  and is now presently working in 
the tourism business.  

 
Victor Samuelsen  
Managing Partner  

 

MANHATTAN HELICOPTERS  
Downtown Manhattan Heliport  

New York City  
1- 212 - 845 - 9822  

1- 203 - 561 -0005 Cell  

 



THE VOYAGE OF THE FOX 
 

 
The Voyage of the Fox took place in the summer 1896 when two Norwegian -
American emigrants decided to row across the Atlantic Ocean.  Their adven-
ture is part of the fabric that sent the Vikings west to the New World, Nansen 
north, Amundsen to the south, and Heyerdahl to the Pacific.  Itõs part of the 
adventure that modern Yachtsmen find sailing in a race or fisherman find 
crabbing off the Alaskan coast.   
 
It is the type of adventure that pits men against the sea .  It was the purest and  
simplest type of test.  Like climbing Mt. Everest because it is there.  
 
The building of a monument to honor this incredible achievement of Harbo 
and Samuelsen is in itõs own right, a quest.         Our objective is to create a 
fitting Memorial to their single enterprise: -  when George Harbo and Frank 
Samuelsen ôdaredõ the great Atlantic Ocean and in a small craft with no motor 
or sail or rudder or cabin or cover.  They simply set out and rowed from the 
Battery in lower Manhattan to Le Havre, France.  
 
These pages tell a little of that story, their impressive LOG of 55 days in which 
they averaged more than 50 miles per day, about the FOX, an 18 foot Surf 
Boat built especially for the voyage, their biographies and about the sculpture 
we are creating to honor this achievement.  
 

       Victor Samuelsen 
       Project  Coordinator  
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The Voyage of the Fox 
Sculpture Motif and Associated Art  
Is the Original Art Work & Concept  

Of  Wm Barth Osmundsen  
©  Wm Barth Osmundsen 2007  
All reproduction rights reserved  
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LOG  
 

OF THE  FOX JUNE  -AUG  1896  

Sat. June 6, 1896  
Left Battery 5PM  

Rowed to  
Red Hook  

Sun. June 7th  
4AM lifted Anchor  
Rowed out to Sea  

Mon. June 8th  
Rowed 44 miles  

60 F  

Tues. June 9th  
Rowed 50 miles  

55 F  

Wed. June 10th  
Rowed 50 miles  

55 F  

Thurs. June 11th  
Rowed 62 miles  

65 F  

Fri. June 12th  
Rowed 90 miles  

70 F  

Towed by R.K.FOX  
To Bay ridge  

Passed Sandy 
Hook  

Lightship 11AM  

Passed floating 
trunk  

Empty ð  

Latt. 40 degree  8õ 
Course E. by S.  

Course E. by S.  Latt. 40 degree 08õ 
Course: East  

Both rowed all 
night because of 

Cold  

Rowed to Romer 
Shoal & Anchored  

 labeled  
NY to Havre     Oil Stove set fire 

to house . Flames 
put out  
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Drawing by Wm Barth Osmundsen from photographs published in Daring the Sea  by David W. Shaw (original photo supplied by Spencer Samuel-
sen) 

 

The Fox is rowed for exhibition by Frank Samuelsen, bow and George Harbo, stern, in 1896  

On the Harlem River, in Manhattan, before setting out on their voyage across                                

the Atlantic Ocean  

 

The Fox was an 18 foot Surf Boat, named for the method of launching which required both men to run the Boat into the 
surf, jump in and begin rowing out beyond the breakers.  Like the Viking Ships of old and the Norwegian life saving 
boat Colin Archer, introduced in the 1800õs, the Fox was lapstreak built and a double-ender as well. 

 
                
                                                                                                                                                           continued...  
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Sat. June 13  
Rowed 65 miles  
Latt. 40 degree 46õ 

Sun. June 14th  
Drifted back 20 mi  

45 F  

Mon. June 15th  
Rowed 40 miles  

45 F  

Tues. June 16th  
Rowed 90 miles  

65 F  

Wed. June 17th  
Rowed 50 miles  

60 F  

Thurs. June 18th  
Rowed 45 miles  

steamer  

Fri. June 19th  
Rowed 40 miles  

60 F  

Course E.S.N  
Met JOSSEY  

schooner  

Windy Rough  
Gale  

Heavy Seas  Latt. 40 degree 34õ 
Course E.S.N.  

Passed by  
Shoal of 50  

Whales  

FIRST BISMARCK  
FOX hoisted  

American Flag  

Course E.S.S  

His Long  
68 degrees 40õ 

    Bismarck ð hoisted 
German flag  
 offered aid  
Fox refused  

 

 About the Fox        ...continued 
  
 Custom built by Seaman Sea Skiffs of Branchport, NJ by William A. Seaman for George Harbo and  
Frank Samuelsen of Highlands NJ the boat was named Fox for financial backer Richard Kyle Fox owner 
of  
the ôpink tabloidõ, Police Gazette.   Seaman was well known for building the seaworthy Nauvoo Surf Boat and 
he built this custom boat with watertight compartments and hand rails on the keel, for righting the boat 
if capsized at sea.  Little did Harbo and Samuelsen expect this feature would be used at least once in the 
middle of the Atlantic Ocean during heavy seas.  
  
Harold L. Seaman was the son of the boat builder who, as a youngster backed -up most of the rivets and at 
age 91 reconstructed ôfrom old photographs, shop records and memory, lines and measurements, correct within a 
fraction of an inchõ a full set of plans which we have in our possession for the purpose of creating       
ôThe Adventure of the Foxõ sculpture. 
  
In 1975 a replica of the Fox was built by the Long Branch Ice Boat and Yacht Club of New Jersey with the  
participation of Harold L. Seaman.  Our plans, used in the creation of the sculpture, are courtesy of the 
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George Harbo  

1864 - 1908  

 
 
George Harbo was born in Sandefjord, Norway, in 1864.  He 
was the older of the two men and the instigator of the idea to 
row across the Atlantic Ocean.  George had been in the mer-
chant marine, a surf fisherman and a part time pilot before 
clamming in his own boat, of his own building, off the Jer-
sey Shore with his younger friend Frank Samuelsen.  By 
1886 he was settled in the United States enough to witness 
the dedication of the Statue of Liberty from his home on 
Brooklyn shores, with  his wife, Anine and their first born 
son Andrew Jackson, (named after the  American president).  
 
During clamming with Frank, George broached the daring 
idea of rowing across the Atlantic Ocean.  He and Frank had 
plenty of experience with small rowing crafts, specifically 
the Surf Boats which they launched, in the surf, off the Jer-
sey beaches.  George had calculated how far they thought 
they could row each day to make the 3,000 mile trip.  
 
As it turned out and from their Log they often covered 50 
miles a day and once up to 135 miles in a day. Both men 
were fit and capable of this hard endurance type of work.  
George was the shorter of the two, but no less as powerful.  
George sat in the stern, as the benevolent and equal share 
captain and navigator of the Fox.  
 

GEORGE HARBO 
Drawing by Wm Barth Osmundsen from photographs published in  

 Daring the Sea   
by David W. Shaw  (original photo supplied by Joan B. Minnis)  

 5 



Sat. June 20th  
Rowed 50 miles  

65 F  

Sun. June 21st  
Rowed 70 miles  

70 F  

Mon. June 22nd  
Rowed 50 miles  

65 F  

Tues. June 23rd  
Rowed 65 miles  

65 F  

Wed. June 24th  
Rowed 45 miles  

75 F  

Thurs. June 25th  
Rowed 45 miles  

70 F  

Fri. June 26th  
Rowed 45 miles  

70 F  

Latt. 41 degree 05õ 
Course E. by S.  

Passed by a  
Barque  

 Course E. by S.  
Heavy Rain  

Rolling Seas  

Latt. 40 degree 53õ Latt. 40 degrees N  
Long  

50 degree 20õ LW  

Latt. 41 degree 29õ 

     South of  
Steamship  

Route, no vessels  
For days  
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Frank Samuelsen  

1870 - 1946  

 
Frank Samuelsen was also born in a seacoast town, Farsund, 
Norway in 1870  and went to sea at age 17, spending six years 
in the merchant marine.  At six foot, three inches and 200 
pounds Samuelsen, with a strong personality, he was quickly 
promoted up the ships chain -of-command to boson's mate.  
 
After six years at sea covering many of the worlds oceans 
Frank decided to make New York a permanent port.      
He headed for the fishing villages along the Jersey coast 
where his brother lived and there he would meet up with 
George Harbo.  They became friends and clammed together 
in Georges self-built boat .  
 
America in 1893 is described as being, deep in a depression 
brought on by a deficit in the countries gold reserve.  This no 
doubt made even the meager profits of two independent clam-
merõs even more tenuous.  They needed a ôBig Ideaõ, some-
thing that would take them out of the clam flats and put 
them on the World Stage.  So, George and Frank presented 
their idea of this cross oceanic row to Richard Kyle Fox, en-
trepreneur, opportunist , fight promoter and owner of the Po-
lice Gazette.   
Fox thought if they lived through it, it might be  worth a little 
ink and some backing. 

Frank Samuelsen 
Drawing by Wm Barth Osmundsen from photographs published in Daring the Sea   

by David W. Shaw  (original photo supplied by Spencer Samuelsen)  
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Sat. June 27th  
Rowed 50 miles  

60 F  

Sun. June 28th  
Rowed 55 miles  

 

Mon. June 29th  
Rowed 40 miles  

Tues. June 30th  
Rowed 55 miles  

Wed. July 1st  
Rowed 50 miles  
Latt. 45 degrees  

Thurs. July 2nd  
Rowed 50 miles  

Fri. July 3rd  
Rowed 50 miles  

Wind  SW  Broke  
thermometer  

Gale  Heavy Sea  

 Blowing hard  
Fog & Rain  

Long 50 degree  
25õ LW Gr. 

Course E.S.E.  

Course E.S.E.  
Big Sea  

Big Seas  

 Set  
Sea Anchor  

  Met Fishing 
Schooners  
Leader &  

 Volunteer  
Of Lunenburg  
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Richard Kyle Fox 
Sponsor for Harbo  & Samuelsen 

 
Born in Dublin Ireland in 1855, Richard Fox arrived in 
the United States in 1874.  He purchased the   Police Ga-
zette, (founded in 1845)  in 1876 and changed it into the 
ôsensational pink tabloidõ which featured sports, crime, 
burlesque and girls..   
 
Fox was important for sponsoring and building prize fight-
ing in Americaõ  As a journalist he published òFamous 
Fights in the Prize Ringó  in 1877 and the boxing journal 
òThe Ringó. 
Fox is best known for sponsoring the bare knuckle fights for 
John L. Sullivan who became champion in 1882. Sullivan 
fought the last bare knuckle fight conducted in the US 
against Jake Kilrain in 1889. Kilrain could not continue 
the fight after 75 rounds. Sullivan was undefeated.  
 
Richard K. Fox died in 1922, the Police Gazette was 
greatly replaced in the 1950õs by Esquire, Playboy and Sports 
Illustrated.  It was last published in 1982.  
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